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Agenda 

What is a growth policy?

Why should you care?

What’s the timeline?

Walking Tour

Map Fun Time



WHAT IS A 
GROWTH POLICY?



Required under MCA 76-1-601 in order to:

GUIDE decision making processes related to:
  subdivision review, land use, public services

& 

ALIGN the community goals with legal and procedural 
frameworks 



Outlines the county’s VISION for 

Development
 land use 

& infrastructure

ensuring SUSTAINABLE AND STRATEGIC 
GROWTH.



In other words…
• A long-term plan for the future
• Guides how we grow and develop, 

based on local values and 
priorities

• Reviews housing, community, 
infrastructure and economic 
needs and makes 
recommendations

• Provides Implementation Plan
• Creates playbook for decision 

making

It’s one roadmap for 
the county and our 
communities, built 

with your input.



Why Now?

Because 
Life Has 
Changed

•  Post-boom business era

• Shifts in local ag economy

• Demographic changes

• Funding for projects starts with a plan

• Required every 5 years
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Zoning Feasibility Study

Plan of Attack

• Survey questions during greater Growth Policy 
survey

• Discussions at community meetings

• Review of land use maps & existing uses

• Review of potential conflict points for industrial 
uses

• Mapping of those conflict points

Format

Will be an addendum to the growth 
policy document

BONUS FUN:



THE PLANNING ROADMAP
Community Voice
YOUR INPUT Jobs & Business

LOCAL ECONOMY & WORKFORCE

Natural Resources
HOW LAND IS USED

Infrastructure
ROADS, WATER, SEWER, INTERNET

Housing
WHERE PEOPLE LIVE

Future Growth
WHAT COMES NEXT



THE ACTUAL ROADMAP
COMMUNITY INPUT
YOUR INPUT FINAL PLAN DOCUMENT

CREATED BY YOUR FRIENDLY PLANNING TEAM

POLICIES TO
 PROJECTS

PARTNER IDENTIFICATION/ 
SELF-IDENTIFICATION

GOALS TO POLICY
REQUIRES CHAMPIONS, 

BUY-IN, AND 
POLICY/PRIORITY/REGULATION 

CHANGES

PROJECT PLANNING 
& FUNDING

PRIVATE & PUBLIC 
COLLABORATION

PROJECT 
IMPLEMENTATION

CONSTRUCTION/NEW POLICY



WALKING TOUR TIME









What do you notice?

 Do you feel comfortable?
Would you walk a long distance? 
 Have you ever walked this route 

before? 
Would you commute this way? 
Would you walk for recreation this 

way?
 Did you feel safe?
What made you feel safe/unsafe?
 Did your walk change at all?

 Did you walk outside of what you 
consider “downtown”? 

Where is that boundary?
 Is there anywhere you COULDN’T 

walk? Why not?
 Did you cross the road at any 

point? Why? 
What was the favorite part of your 

walk?
What was your least favorite part 

of your walk? 
What else did you notice?



MAPPING 

Write comments 
on the map

Do you have other 
favorite routes?



RCGrowthPolicy.com
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THANK YOU

Rachel.Laqua@InterstateEng.com | 630.235.5680
Ryan.Kopp@InterstateEng.com 

Katie.Aitchison@InterstateEng.com
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